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TO:  HIS EXCELLENCY, THE REVEREND MEMBERS OF THE CLERGY, MEN 

AND WOMEN RELIGIOUS AND THE LAITY OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF 

SAN FERNANDO, PAMPANGA  

 

RE:  WORLD DAY FOR GRANDPARENTS AND THE ELDERLY 

 Date: 27 July 2025 (Fourth Sunday of July) 

Theme: “Blessed are those who have not lost hope” (cf. Pope Francis, Holy Year 

2025) 

 

 

Greetings of Grace and Peace! 

 

We joyfully enjoin all parishes and institutions in our archdiocese to prepare for and fully 

celebrate the 5th World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly on 27 July 2025 (Sunday), 

in union with the universal Church and in the spirit of the Holy Year of Hope. 

 

This annual celebration, held on the Sunday closest to the feast of Saints Joachim and Anne, 

honors the vital vocation of grandparents and the elderly within the family of God. The theme 

this year, Blessed are those who have not lost hope”, invites us to contemplate the steadfast 

faith of our elders as a wellspring of encouragement in times of change, loss, and uncertainty. 

 

1. Pastoral Focus 

 

We call on all parishes and institutions to center this celebration on: 

 

- Honoring the elderly as bearers of hope, memory, and faith 

- Creating intergenerational encounters that renew family and parish bonds 

- Offering pastoral outreach to the lonely, forgotten, and homebound elderly 

- Highlighting the elderly’s spiritual role as intercessors and evangelizers 

- Affirming the Church’s commitment to build a culture that cherishes age and 

wisdom 
 

2. Liturgical Celebration 

 

All parishes and institutions are asked to: 

 

- Dedicate the Sunday Eucharist on July 27 to the theme of the day 

- Preach a homily that reflects on hope as lived and witnessed in old age, drawing on 

Scripture (Simeon and Anna, Abraham and Sarah) and Pope Francis’ Catechesis on Old 

Age 

- Include a special blessing for grandparents and the elderly at all Masses 

- Incorporate children and youth in the celebration, offering gifts, letters, or symbolic 

tokens of gratitude to their grandparents or elders in the parish 

- Feature intercessory prayers for grandparents, elderly persons without families, and 

young people to remain connected with the wisdom of their elders 

 



 
 

3. Suggested Pastoral Activities 

 

Parishes and institutions may adapt the following activities as appropriate to their context: 

 

- Novena for Grandparents and the Elderly (July 18 to 26) leading up to the Sunday 

celebration 

- Home and care facility visits to bring prayer, gifts, and the Pope’s message to the 

elderly who cannot attend Mass 

- Storytelling sessions or “Faith Across Generations” panels with elderly parishioners 

sharing testimonies of hope and endurance 

- Family activities such as “Letter to My Grandparent” by children, or art/essay contests 

on the theme 

- Youth-Elder encounters where young people interview and pray with their elders 

- Parish display boards or exhibits titled “Faces of Hope: Wisdom from Our Elders”  

 

4. Catechetical and Prayer Resources 

 

Parishes and institutions are provided with the following: 

 

- A template for the Grandparents and the elderly 

- A special prayer for grandparents and the elderly 

- Reflection questions for small groups or family conversations 

 

5. Reflection Points for Parish Use 

 

We invite all groups and ministries to reflect on the following in preparation for the 

celebration: 

 

- In what ways have the elderly in our parish or family shown perseverance in faith and 

hope? 

- How can we better include and accompany the elderly in our pastoral work? 

- What are the obstacles our elderly face in their physical, emotional, and spiritual lives 

– and how can we respond with compassion? 

- How can grandparents and elders be empowered as transmitters of faith to the younger 

generation? 

 

Please find attached herewith the following: 

 

1. Proposed Framework for Diocesan and Parish Celebrations 

2. Novena for Grandparents and the Elderly 

3. A Prayer for Grandparents and the Elderly 

 

To all our grandparents and elderly parishioners: we thank you for your witness of fidelity, 

sacrifice, and joy. You are not forgotten.  You are loved. You are essential to our Church. Like 

Simeon and Anna, you proclaim with your lives that God’s promises never fail. You help us 

keep our gaze on heaven and remind us that no age is too late for mission. 

 

Let us celebrate this day with tenderness, creativity, and hope. In doing so, we strengthen the 

bonds that unite the generations and open the doors of our parishioners to become truly “homes 

of the aged in spirit” – places where no one is left behind. 

 



 
 

Santo Cristo del Perdon y Caridad – pakaluluan mu kami. Virgen de los Remedios, Indu ring 

Capaldanan, Tula ring Capampangan, Talayingat ning Arkidiocesis – ipanalangin mu kami. 

Thank you for the kind attention, I remain 

 

 

One with you as a servant to the servants of the Gospel, 

 

 

(Sgd.)  FLORENTINO G. LAVARIAS, D.D.  
     Archbishop of San Fernando 

   Pampanga 

 

(Sgd.) REV. FR. DANNY Q. NACPIL 

Chancellor   

 

16 July 2025 

Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

  



 
 

 


